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have been at the tavern, but I was treated ; it cost
me nothing. And this, he thinks, clears him of all
blame ; not considering that when he spends no
money, yet he spends five times the value of the
money in time; his business being neglected, his
shop unattended, his books not posted, his letters
not written, and the like; for all those things are
works necessary to a tradesman, as well as the attend-
ance on his shop, and infinitely above the pleasure
of being treated at the expense of his time. All
manner of pleasure should be subservient to busi-
ness ; he that makes his pleasure his business, will
never make his business a pleasure. Innocent
pleasures become sinful when they are used to
excess; and so it is here, the most innocent di-
version becomes criminal when it breaks in upon
that which is the due and just employment of the
man's life. Pleasures rob the tradesman ; and how
then can he call them innocent ? They are down<-
right thieves: they rob his shop of his attendance,
and of the time which he ought to bestow there;
they rob his family of their due support, by the
man's neglecting that business by which they are to
be maintained; and they oftentimes rob the cre-
ditors of their just debts, the tradesman sinking by
the inordinate use of those innocent diversions, as
he calls them, as well by the expense attending
them, as the loss of his time and neglect of his bu-
siness ; by which he is at last reduced to the neces-
sity of shutting up shop in earnest, which was in-
deed as good as shut before; for a shop without a
master, is like the same shop on a middling holiday,
half shut up; and he that keeps it long so, need not
doubt but he may, in a little time, shut it quite up,
and keep holiday altogether.

If I am asked how much pleasure an honest-
meaning tradesman may be allowed to take, for it